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by Mr. Pisani, was not as satisfactory as I had expected.    He found      1853
no fault, but hesitated to express an opinion, and wanted to compare      -----
one Note with another before he could form a decision in his own ^ET. 66 mind. With respect to time his language was peremptory: he could not add a day to the term of suspension already granted with much difficulty, as he declared, and in this he differed from his language of yesterday, when he thought that something might still be gained if news favourable to the hope of peace came from Vienna. To account for this difference, it appears that the suspension has got wind, and occasions dissatisfaction among the people. It has also happened that a sudden order for the immediate departure of the Russian Chancery and remaining commercial functionaries arrived yesterday through the Austrian Legation, and it is under the Austrian flag that the Russians are to go partly to Odessa and partly to Galatz. The chief Russian interpreter Argyropoulos goes to the latter place, as if his destination was the army.
The upshot of all this is that Reshid cannot make head, even if he be so inclined, against his warlike colleagues, and that unless some proposal of a decidedly satisfactory kind should come in from Vienna very soon, there will be no chance whatever of avoiding hostilities.
To say the truth, I should hardly have ventured to launch my two expedients, even as possibilities and forlorn hopes, had the famous Russian explanations been known here at the time.
With respect to the term of fifteen days, I tried at the time to obtain thirty, but failed, though I succeeded in getting an extension from eight or ten to fifteen, with an underhand promise, which was kept, that a few days more would be gained by delay in preparing the summons and sending it off. I also obtained a promise that no act of hostility should take place on the Turkish side before the expiration of the fifteen days, even if Gorchakov answered sooner in a negative sense. After all, with the present addition we get a whole month, and Gorchakov had no mind to gain time. Alas ! I fear that war is the decree of the Fates and our wisest part will be to do what we can to bring it to a thoroughly good conclusion.
His Note was accepted at Paris and London. Lord Clarendon earnestly entreated that anything coming from Lord Stratford might be " favourably considered " at Vienna. But in spite of the arguments of the English and French Governments, the Note and Declaration were thrown over by Austria, on the ground that a Treaty of Peace, and not a Note, was required, now that war was declared. Thus for